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Bemidji Safe Routes to School Update
Central and J.W. Smith Elementary Schools
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Executive Summary
In 2014, the Bemidji School District requested a Safe Routes to School update of a previous district-wide Safe Routes Plan. The principal of Central and J.W. Smith Elementary Schools, along with the District Transportation Coordinator, needed a more specific set of goals and strategies to improve safety for students at these schools. These two schools exist in the oldest neighborhoods of Bemidji, so many students were already walking or biking to school, but safety concerns were preventing more walking or biking from happening.
The Bemidji School District has eight different school sites within a district larger than the state of Rhode Island. This requires the district to bus many students from outside of town into city schools, as well as some busing of in-town students to schools on the edges of Bemidji. Therefore, Central and J.W. Smith serve as bus transfer sites for some non-elementary school students, and as pick-up or drop-off points for other students. This makes this Safe Routes plan even more essential: more students than can be measured in this plan are walking to these sites to go to school elsewhere in the district. This busing schedule also makes timing important: when will crossing guards be needed? Can the timing of buses help encourage more students to walk?
Along with the school district, our partners included the Boys & Girls Club of Bemidji, city engineering, and our regional SHIP staff. These partners and responses from parents held some common beliefs: Parents didn’t trust the safety of these old neighborhoods; many worried about the amount and speed of traffic on two major roads on either side of both schools; how can we sustain better walking or biking during our coldest months?
Our short list of recommendations focused on these greatest concerns. Walking school buses can encourage walking to school and provide safety for small children. Rectangular rapid flash beacons can supplement crossing guards on Irvine Avenue, making those crossings more visible 24 hours a day.  Specific recommendations with advice on how they can be implemented were the focus of this SRTS update. As always, the HRDC is committed to helping the school district and partners after the completion of this planning process. Turning these ideas into reality and creating better physical activity and safety outcomes will take coordination, time, and some outside resources, which the HRDC can help to identify.
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What is Safe Routes to School?
Safe Routes to School is a national program which helps school districts create environments around schools and surrounding neighborhoods where children are safe to walk and bike. Through promoting safe and accessible routes for students, the program’s goals are to make walking and biking a more appealing transportation alternative, to introduce children to a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age, and to facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities which will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools.

[bookmark: _Toc412815073][image: ]Why is it important?
Since the 1960’s, the number of children walking to school has decreased significantly. Fifty years ago more than sixty percent of children walked or biked to school. In 2009, the number was around ten percent. During this same time, researchers have measured that the amount of physical activity children get is decreasing, while the prevalence of obesity and diabetes has increased. 
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This Safe Routes to School update seeks to build on the findings and strategies of the 2010 plan for schools within the city of Bemidji. The update is more precise, focusing only on Central and J.W. Smith Elementary Schools. While this update is more focused, it still relies on the goals and desired outcomes laid out in the previous plan: 
· To enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school;
· To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and
· To facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools.
With these goals still at the center of the update, stakeholders emphasized that safety must be the first priority; walking and biking activities cannot be encouraged until safety can be ensured. In addition, the update addresses a shifting focus toward physical activity in general. This expanded focus reaches a broader segment of students beyond those that can safely walk or bike to school.
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Safe Routes to School Plans use the five E’s of active living planning to group strategies into focus areas. A successful plan will determine strategies to increase walking and biking in several of these categories. Strategies do not always fall into a single category.
[image: ] Engineering
Improvements in this category address the infrastructure needs around schools and in the surrounding community. Strategies in this category could involve reducing speeds of motor vehicles, limiting traffic, or creating safer roadway crossings, trails, and sidewalks.
[image: ][image: ] Education
Strategies which teach children, parents, and other community and school members about bicycling and walking safety skills, driver education campaigns, or producing a map of safe, recommended routes for children to walk to school fall under the education category. 
[image: ] Enforcement
Enforcement strategies include partnering with local law enforcement to ensure compliance with traffic laws such as stopping for pedestrians or following the posted speed limit. Creating a crossing guard or school patrol program or assuring policies which promote biking and walking to school are other types of enforcement strategies.
[image: ] Encouragement
Encouragement strategies involve events and activities to promote walking and biking. In-class contests, walk and bike to school days, and walking school buses are examples of strategies in this category.
[image: ] Evaluation
Evaluating data is important in determining the scope and the success of a Safe Routes to School program. This includes the planning process and the tools the planning process utilizes such as the parent survey, student counts, and crash statistics. It is essential for schools and partners to continue evaluating to determine if Safe Routes to School strategies are effective.
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Tally & Survey Data
Our best methods to better understand walking and biking conditions come from data directly obtained from the students that attend these schools and their parents. Data from students and parents can also help the school district and other partners understand the perceived barriers to walking and biking.
Student Tally Information
In April of 2015, teachers from grades K-5 at both J.W. Smith and Central Elementary Schools in Bemidji kept track of how their students got to and from school. They did this for three days during the week of April 27th. Full results can be found in Appendix A. For Central Elementary, 12.2% of students walk and 1.6% bike to school on average.  More students walk after school than before school.
Central Elementary
	Day of Count
	Time
	Weather
	Number Surveyed
	Number; % of Students Walking
	Number; % of Students Biking

	Tuesday
	AM
	Rain
	228
	26; 11.40%
	2; 0.88%

	Tuesday
	PM
	Sunny
	230
	33; 14.35%
	2; 0.87%

	Wednesday
	AM
	Sunny
	227
	24; 10.57%
	5; 2.20%

	Wednesday
	PM
	Sunny
	235
	33; 14.04%
	2; 0.85%

	Thursday
	AM
	Sunny
	226
	19; 8.41%
	5; 2.21%

	Thursday
	PM
	Sunny
	231
	33; 14.29%
	6; 2.60%



J.W. Smith Elementary showed similar rates of walking and biking, with a few exceptions. The average walking rate of 7.6% is significantly lower compared to Central.  At J.W. Smith, the afternoon had much higher average rates of walking (12.2%) than the morning (3.1%), displaying a deeper disparity than observed at Central.  The average bike rate is similar to Central, where 1.3% of students reported biking.
J.W. Smith Elementary
	Day of Count
	Time
	Weather
	Number Surveyed
	Number; % of Students Walking
	Number; % of Students Biking

	Tuesday
	AM
	Rain
	319
	10; 3.13%
	8; 2.51%

	Tuesday
	PM
	Sunny
	319
	47; 14.73%
	0; 0.00%

	Wednesday
	AM
	Sunny
	323
	11; 3.41%
	2; 0.62%

	Wednesday
	PM
	Sunny
	325
	34; 10.46%
	2; 0.62%

	Thursday
	AM
	Sunny
	321
	9; 2.80%
	5; 1.56%

	Thursday
	PM
	Sunny
	302
	34; 11.26%
	8; 2.65%



The low walk & bike rates in the mornings for J.W. Smith could be an opportunity to get more kids walking/biking to school, depending on other barriers which will be discussed in the next section. It is also important to note that the weather during these student tallies was favorable, meaning that these walking and biking rates are higher than rates throughout other times of the year.
Parent Survey
Parents of students from both schools were asked a variety of questions in the form of a printed questionnaire. These parents were able to answer questions on how far their children lived from school as well as their child’s mode and time taken for a typical trip to school. They also were able to give input on what would make walking or biking easier for their children or allowable by them (if they did not allow their children to walk or bike). In total, 55 families from Central and 57 families from J.W. Smith answered the survey. A summary of survey results is presented in Appendix B. This graph shows the distribution of distance to school for students of Central Elementary.
Central Elementary
[image: ]
For J.W. Smith, the distribution is somewhat different. There are more students at a greater distance, with fewer in the immediate area around the school. This is reflected in the overall lower rates of walking and biking at J.W. Smith.
J.W. Smith Elementary
[image: ]
Potential for Students to Walk/Bike
For Central Elementary, there is a much larger percentage of the population that could be walking or biking that currently is not. 41% of students fall into the safe to walk/bike category, which means they live within a half mile of the school. Another 20% fall into the possible category, which is between a half mile and 2 miles from school. 38% of students live more than 2 miles away and therefore cannot safely walk or bike. Rates at Central could be as high as 41%-61% when combining the safe and possible categories. The current combined rate of walking and biking is 13.8%.
Central Elementary                                 			         


J.W. Smith paints a slightly different picture. There is a significantly larger portion on students that fall into that “middle ground” of a half mile to 2 miles away, and possibly being able to walk or bike to school. There are almost half as many students that fall into the safe category of less than half a mile. However, there are less students compared to Central that fall into the “could not walk/bike” category of more than 2 miles. Rates at J.W. could be as high as 21-72% when combining the safe and possible categories. The current combined rate of walking and biking is 8.9%       
J.W. Smith Elementary       						   

Parent surveys indicate that walking and biking is an activity that can be promoted more by both schools.
84% of parents felt that the school neither promoted nor discouraged students walking or biking.
80% of parents believe that walking or biking is a healthy activity for their child.
Given these numbers, it seems as though there a definite perception among parents that walking or biking is healthy for their child. This also means there is room for significant improvement in the promotion of walking and biking to school by both Central and J.W. Smith Elementary Schools.
Parent Comments
Parents were able to comment on factors influencing their decision to allow or disallow their children to walk or bike. To summarize, here are a few examples of their most reoccurring comments:
· The traffic is not watching for children;
· There are no sidewalks for my child to utilize in our neighborhood;
· Crossing Paul Bunyan Drive or Irvine Avenue is very dangerous for young children;
· I would not feel comfortable with my child walking in the winter when it is very cold; and  
· We simply live too far for my child to walk or bike.
Parents were also given the chance to give input on what the main barriers were for their children walking or biking to school. These were the main factors:
· Distance– simply too far from school to walk or bike;
· Weather– too cold and snowy for most of the school year;
· Traffic– both the amount and speed of traffic were parental concerns; and
· Intersections– there were many who felt the road intersections are not safe or needed more crossing guards.
However, there were many that said they would allow their children to walk or bike if some of these problems were resolved. Possible solutions may be:
· Supervised biking/walking (with an adult volunteer);
· RRFBs placed at intersections; and
· More crosswalk guards.
Walk Audit Observations & Information from Partners
Two walk audits were conducted by HRDC staff on Tuesday, April 14; the area surrounding Central Elementary was observed from 7:30-8:30 am, and JW Smith was observed from 2:30-3:30 pm. Observers paid close attention to walking conditions as well as driver, biker, and pedestrian behaviors. Key observations from the morning Central Elementary audit include:
· High number of kids walking to school;
· Many students had already arrived by 7:30;
· Student crossing guards were located at 9th and Minnesota and 9th and Beltrami; and
· Slow, mindful traffic and sidewalks in good condition made for safe walking conditions.
Student crossing guards placed at commonly-used intersections around the school increased visibility and safety for pedestrians. However, these volunteers arrived at their posts after a majority of kids had already arrived at the school. The possibility of having these students arrive at their posts earlier is limited due to the unpredictability of their schedules as well as concern over long-term exposure to extreme cold in the winter months.
The afternoon audit of J.W. Smith yielded the following observations:
· Lower number of students walking than at Central;
· Student crossing guards located directly in front of main school entrance;
· Wider-than-usual streets proved difficult to cross safely; and
· Large number of students walking to the adjacent Boys and Girls Club.
One of the more obvious safety concerns was the wide, irregular intersection at 18th St. and America Ct. Many students had to cross through this area to reach parents’ vehicles waiting in the south-bound lane. Student crossing guards were posted at this location, however many students didn’t use the crosswalk, instead taking shortcuts across the street to reach waiting vehicles. At this location, vehicles were parked on both sides of the street. Students would dart between parked vehicles, which obscured them from view of thru traffic, creating a potentially dangerous situation.
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Because so many students walk from both Central and J.W. Smith to the Boys and Girls Club after school, B&GC staff were asked to provide input on the SRTS update. Based on their observations and the feedback they receive from students and parents, common pedestrian safety concerns include distracted drivers and unwanted interactions between students and strangers or bullies. The Boys and Girls Club has made efforts to improve the safety of children walking and biking to their facility. In addition to chaperoning students from Central to B&GC on Mondays and Wednesdays, they have staff posted between J.W. Smith and the Club after school to monitor the students. Due to B&GC’s interest in promoting physical activity and student safety, they are a potential partner in implementing SRTS practices and education in the future.
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The number of students living within the walk zones for Central and J.W. Smith schools is considerably higher than the number that are currently walking and biking to school. Based on observations and survey responses, we find that there are a few common barriers that are limiting participation in active transportation to and from school:
· Volume and speed of traffic within walk zones; and
· Unsafe intersections due to street design and lack of supervision.
Other common barriers include distance to school as well as severe winter weather that can create unsafe conditions for walking and biking. While these issues are beyond the scope of a Safe Routes to School plan, there are proven solutions to address problems related to traffic and intersection safety.
1 – Supervised Biking/Walking (Walking School Buses)
Walking school buses provide adult supervision to children walking to and from school. In a walking school bus program, one or more adult volunteers follow a designated route, with students joining/getting dropped off as the “bus” passes their home. Supervised walks improve safety as adults can ensure safe crossing of intersections as well as deter unwanted interactions between students and non-students. 
Survey responses for both schools indicate that parents would be more willing to allow their child to walk to school if they had adult supervision, so this strategy could increase walking for students whose parents believe it is unsafe to walk, and for those students K-3rd grade that are too young to walk on their own.
The full implementation of a walking school bus program would likely extend through the 2017-2018 school year. Such a program requires input and involvement from many groups, including the schools, parents, volunteers and students. The likely timeframe would consist of route planning and contacting volunteers during the spring months of 2017, along with a few trial runs occurring during this time. Based on the outcome of these trial runs, a regular, sustained program could be implemented in fall 2017. Likely volunteers for this program include students from Bemidji State University, where certain majors require students to perform a given amount of community service hours within the school year.
2 – Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons
Pedestrian safety at commonly-used intersections within the walk zones could be greatly improved through the use of rectangular rapid flash beacons (RRFBs). RRFBs are user-activated LEDs that flash in an irregular pattern similar to flashers on emergency vehicles. They are used to supplement warning signs and markings at mid-block crosswalks or unsignalized intersections, and have proven to be more effective at increasing driver yielding rates than traditional overhead beacons. 
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Intersections that would benefit most from the addition of RRFBs include 8th St. and Irvine Ave. as well as 18th and Irvine. In the past, these locations have been monitored by crossing guards both before and after school, however the schools were unable to find volunteers for the 2016-2017 school year. Both the City Engineer and District 31 Transportation agree that RRFBs would improve safety in these locations, and would be particularly useful outside of school hours.  
3 – Snow Removal along Critical Routes
The buildup of ice and snow on sidewalks is a common problem in Bemidji in the winter months. Uncleared sidewalks make walking difficult and dangerous; snowy sidewalks can obscure underlying ice, increasing the risk of slipping and falling. Oftentimes, pedestrians will avoid uncleared sidewalks entirely, opting to walk in the streets and risk collisions with drivers. While the city of Bemidji’s ordinance states that property owners must clear sidewalks within 24 hours of a 2-inch snowfall, this is rarely enforced due to both the difficultly of enforcement and the lack of elderly residents’ ability to remove snow. 
Enforced snow removal would improve the safety of pedestrians within the Central and J.W. Smith walk zones, particularly along well-traveled streets including Beltrami Ave. NW, America Ave. NW, and 15th St. NW. These streets serve as main connecting routes between Central, J.W. Smith, and the Boys and Girls Club.
4 – Traffic Calming Techniques
Minor changes to traffic behavior can go a long way in improving safety. Traffic cones are a simple yet effective tool to discourage parking and loading in pedestrian-heavy areas immediately around schools. J.W. Smith experiences particularly congested before- and after-school hours, which result from the complicated street layout and the number of students who are dropped off and picked up in private vehicles. To lessen congestion and improve visibility, J.W. Smith might consider temporarily setting up traffic cones during busy hours to discourage parking on the southbound side of the 18th St. and America Ct. intersection. This will greatly reduce the number of students crossing the street outside of marked crosswalks.
5 – Increased Bicycle Education
[image: ]In an effort to teach students about safe walking and biking practices, both Central and J.W. Smith should encourage education curriculum such as the Department of Transportation’s Walk! Bike! Fun! This program is designed to teach schoolchildren about pedestrian and bicycle safety skills, behaviors, and best practices. Students not only learn how to stay safe, but develop confidence in their skills which encourages them to engage more in active transportation. The program provides a number of learning tools, including classroom instruction and hands-on-activities, and can be expanded beyond the classroom to include public safety and community groups.
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First and foremost, it is important to keep the Safe Routes to School team together. Because this group has representatives from multiple sources including public entities, it will have the know-how and connections necessary to develop most of these strategies. Furthermore, a Safe Routes team which meets regularly will be better in sync, with regular updates on what individuals or public entities are planning for events or construction. To implement these strategies in a timely manner and for coordination of this implementation, the Bemidji Safe Routes to School team should plan to meet at least twice a year.
To implement a strategy in this plan, there will be four needs to consider: 
A project champion – Without a champion, projects will only be ideas. A champion can be an individual or an organization. A project champion does not need to have technical expertise but should know where to find it. A champion’s roles include continually pushing the project to completion and finding consensus on ideas. 
 A team dedicated to strategy – Most projects will need buy-in from different agencies to succeed. A group made up of individuals from different organizations will bring a variety of knowledge, skill sets, and experiences to the process. This will likely make the project outcome better for the community. If the SRTS team stays together, they can be the team to carry out each strategy!
Outside support – For any project, it is good to know what has or hasn’t worked in other areas. The RDCs, MNDOT, MDH, and other state organizations have access to the best practices on many different active transportation strategies. SHIP and the SRTS network are other good resources in creating new programming with the goals of promoting physical activity and safe routes.
Funding – Combining funding streams for any strategy can get complicated, but the HRDC is committed to assist Central and J.W. Smith in searching for multiple funding sources. See the Potential Funding Sources section immediately following the Implementation Priorities.
Implementation Priorities

SMART Objectives
	Activity
	Objectives
	Change expected

	Walking School Buses
	Organize walking school buses to chaperone children to/from school for at least two days a week by fall 2017.
	Increase the percentage of students walking to school to 25% by spring 2018.

	Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons
	Identify and pursue funding in next SRTS Implementation Grant for the purchase of at least one pair of RRFBs.
	Install RRFBs at either 8th and Irvine or 18th in Irvine, resulting in improved visibility and easier crossing at intersections.

	Snow Removal
	Work with city to enact regular snow removal along sidewalks connecting Central, J.W. Smith, and Boys and Girls Club.
	Increase the number of students who walk/bike to school by 50% during the winter months.

	Traffic Calming
	Temporarily install traffic cones on the southbound side of 18th St. and America Ct. to prevent parking.
	Reduction in near-accidents between vehicles and pedestrians.

	Walk/Bike Education
	Hold at least two Walk! Bike! Fun! events at each school during the 2017-2018 school year.
	Reduction in near-accidents and an increase of students walking to school to 25% by spring 2018.


[bookmark: _Toc412815091]Potential Funding Sources

Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) – In the past, SHIP has been able to fund smaller components of larger projects, including bicycle racks and wayfinding signage. This funding source may continue, depending on how SHIP grants are structured and awarded in the future. 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) – This is a federally-funded program through the MAP-21 Transportation Bill. Eligible uses are bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, including trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, crossing facilities, signage. Currently, TAP is solicited by MNDOT District ATPs, so it is important to coordinate with transportation district offices for TAP projects. 
Legacy Funding – This funding source, dedicated for arts, culture, and natural resource projects, was created by state referendum. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages the trails portion of this fund, delivering grants for “regionally significant” trails and parks. The solicitation for these grants is statewide, making the funding competitive. 
Statewide/national grants – CTG, SHIP, TAP, and Legacy funds are good for many bicycle and pedestrian projects, but other state & national grants exist that are not directly tied to active transportation. In some cases, other grants related to health or community development could apply to specific projects. The HRDC and local groups can work together to find creative funding sources not always thought of for active transportation projects. 
Local foundations – Grant foundations exist across the state, dedicated to economic and community development. The Northwest Minnesota Foundations is one example of a foundation which is interested in funding local planning and development projects. Depending on location and project scope, there may be other foundations interested in funding specific projects. 
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In-Class Student Tally Results
[image: ]		[image: ]




Appendix B-1
Parent Survey Results- Central Elementary
	#5. How far does your child live from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less than a quarter mile
	17
	
	
	

	Quarter to half a mile
	5
	
	
	

	Half a mile to 1 mile
	7
	
	
	

	1 to 2 miles
	4
	
	
	

	More than 2 miles
	21
	
	
	

	Don't know
	1
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#6. On most days, how does your child arrive and leave for school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Arrive:
	
	
	Leave:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Walk
	9
	
	Walk
	14

	Bike
	1
	
	Bike
	1

	School Bus
	22
	
	School Bus
	25

	Family Vehicle
	23
	
	Family Vehicle
	13

	Carpool
	1
	
	Carpool
	0

	Transit
	0
	
	Transit
	0

	Other
	0
	
	Other
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	#7. How long does it normally take your child to get to/from school
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	To School:
	
	
	From School:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less than 5 minutes
	16
	
	Less than 5 minutes
	14

	5-10 minutes
	21
	
	5-10 minutes
	17

	11-20 minutes
	10
	
	11-20 minutes
	11

	More than 20 minutes
	7
	
	More than 20 minutes
	9

	Not sure
	2
	
	Not sure
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	#8. Has your child asked you for permission to walk or bike to/from school in the last year?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	21
	
	
	

	No
	35
	
	
	

	#10. What of the following issues affected your decision to allow or not allow your child to walk or bike to/from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Distance
	29
	
	
	

	Convenience of Driving
	7
	
	
	

	Time
	12
	
	
	

	Child's before/after school activities
	5
	
	
	

	Speed of traffic along route
	21
	
	
	

	Amount of traffic along route
	23
	
	
	

	Adults to walk or bike with
	6
	
	
	

	Sidewalks or pathways
	18
	
	
	

	Safety of intersections and crossings
	21
	
	
	

	Crossings guards
	8
	
	
	

	Violence or crime
	11
	
	
	

	Weather or climate
	20
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#11. Would you probably let your child walk or bike to/from school if this problem were changed or improved?
	
	Child already Bikes or walks: 11
	
	

	
	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	Distance
	
	20
	11
	5

	Convenience of Driving
	
	9
	11
	2

	Time
	
	13
	10
	2

	Child's before/after school activities
	
	5
	16
	2

	Speed of traffic along route
	
	22
	11
	0

	Amount of traffic along route
	
	23
	12
	0

	Adults to walk or bike with
	
	11
	12
	1

	Sidewalks or pathways
	
	17
	10
	1

	Safety of intersections and crossings
	
	20
	9
	1

	Crossings guards
	
	7
	12
	3

	Violence or crime
	
	16
	8
	1

	Weather or climate
	
	13
	16
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	#12. In your opinion, how much does your school encourage or discourage walking and biking to/from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Strongly encourages
	1
	
	
	

	Encourages
	9
	
	
	

	Neither
	44
	
	
	

	Discourages
	0
	
	
	

	Strongly discourages
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#13. How much fun is walking or biking to/from school for your child?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Very fun
	6
	
	
	

	Fun
	12
	
	
	

	Neutral
	28
	
	
	

	Boring
	3
	
	
	

	Very boring
	1
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#14. How healthy is walking or biking to/from school for your child?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Very healthy
	20
	
	
	

	Healthy
	20
	
	
	

	Neutral
	14
	
	
	

	Unhealthy
	1
	
	
	

	Very unhealthy
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#15. What is the highest grade or year of school you completed?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Grades 1-8
	3
	
	
	

	Grades 9-11
	1
	
	
	

	Grade 12 or GED
	11
	
	
	

	College 1-3 years
	28
	
	
	

	College graduate
	13
	
	
	

	Prefer not to answer
	0
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Parent Survey Results- J.W. Smith Elementary
	#5. How far does your child live from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less than a quarter mile
	9
	
	
	

	Quarter to half a mile
	3
	
	
	

	Half a mile to 1 mile
	10
	
	
	

	1 to 2 miles
	19
	
	
	

	More than 2 miles
	15
	
	
	

	Don't know
	1
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#6. On most days, how does your child arrive and leave for school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Arrive:
	
	
	Leave:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Walk
	5
	
	Walk
	8

	Bike
	1
	
	Bike
	1

	School Bus
	19
	
	School Bus
	24

	Family Vehicle
	30
	
	Family Vehicle
	20

	Carpool
	2
	
	Carpool
	3

	Transit
	0
	
	Transit
	0

	Other
	0
	
	Other
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	#7. How long does it normally take your child to get to/from school
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	To School:
	
	
	From School:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less than 5 minutes
	17
	
	Less than 5 minutes
	15

	5-10 minutes
	18
	
	5-10 minutes
	17

	11-20 minutes
	16
	
	11-20 minutes
	18

	More than 20 minutes
	5
	
	More than 20 minutes
	4

	Not sure
	1
	
	Not sure
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	#8. Has your child asked you for permission to walk or bike to/from school in the last year?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	17
	
	
	

	No
	39
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#10. What of the following issues affected your decision to allow or not allow your child to walk or bike to/from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Distance
	27
	
	
	

	Convenience of Driving
	11
	
	
	

	Time
	14
	
	
	

	Child's before/after school activities
	12
	
	
	

	Speed of traffic along route
	35
	
	
	

	Amount of traffic along route
	37
	
	
	

	Adults to walk or bike with
	14
	
	
	

	Sidewalks or pathways
	18
	
	
	

	Safety of intersections and crossings
	36
	
	
	

	Crossings guards
	10
	
	
	

	Violence or crime
	20
	
	
	

	Weather or climate
	26
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#11. Would you probably let your child walk or bike to/from school if this problem were changed or improved?
	
	Child already Bikes or walks: 6
	
	

	
	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	Distance
	
	22
	9
	6

	Convenience of Driving
	
	8
	17
	3

	Time
	
	16
	11
	3

	Child's before/after school activities
	
	13
	12
	2

	Speed of traffic along route
	
	30
	9
	5

	Amount of traffic along route
	
	31
	8
	7

	Adults to walk or bike with
	
	17
	7
	2

	Sidewalks or pathways
	
	23
	6
	2

	Safety of intersections and crossings
	
	32
	8
	6

	Crossings guards
	
	17
	7
	2

	Violence or crime
	
	17
	11
	5

	Weather or climate
	
	18
	13
	7

	
	
	
	
	

	#12. In your opinion, how much does your child encourage or discourage walking and biking to/from school?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Strongly encourages
	1
	
	
	

	Encourages
	4
	
	
	

	Neither
	48
	
	
	

	Discourages
	2
	
	
	

	Strongly discourages
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#13. How much fun is walking or biking to/from school for your child?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Very fun
	8
	
	
	

	Fun
	15
	
	
	

	Neutral
	30
	
	
	

	Boring
	1
	
	
	

	Very boring
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#14. How healthy is walking or biking to/from school for your child?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Very healthy
	27
	
	
	

	Healthy
	23
	
	
	

	Neutral
	8
	
	
	

	Unhealthy
	0
	
	
	

	Very unhealthy
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	#15. What is the highest grade or year of school you completed?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Grades 1-8
	1
	
	
	

	Grades 9-11
	1
	
	
	

	Grade 12 or GED
	4
	
	
	

	College 1-3 years
	25
	
	
	

	College graduate
	24
	
	
	

	Prefer not to answer
	1
	
	
	



Potential for Students to Walk/Bike

Sales	
Safe to walk/bike	Possible to walk/bike	Could not walk/bike	Don't know	22	11	21	1	

Potential for Students to Walk/Bike

Column1	
Safe to walk/bike	Possible to walk/bike	Could not walk/bike	Don't know	12	29	15	1	
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Weather Student Tally

S = sunny              

R = rainy             

O = overcast 

SN = snow

Number in class 

when count made

% of 

Students 

Walking

% of 

Students 

Biking

AM R 228 26 2 82 109 5 3 1 11.4% 0.9%

PM S 230 33 2 84 89 5 15 2 14.3% 0.9%

AM S 227 24 5 80 110 4 3 1 10.6% 2.2%

PM S 235 33 2 84 97 6 11 2 14.0% 0.9%

AM S 226 19 5 80 115 5 1 1 8.4% 2.2%

PM S 231 33 6 82 91 2 12 5 14.3% 2.6%

Totals: 1377 168 22 492 611 27 45 12 12.2% 1.6%

227.00 23.00 4.00 80.67 111.33 4.67 2.33 1.00 10.1% 1.8%

232.00 33.00 3.33 83.33 92.33 4.33 12.67 3.00 14.2% 1.4%

229 29.5 2 83 99 5 9 1.5 12.9% 0.9%

231 28.5 3.5 82 103.5 5 7 1.5 12.3% 1.5%

228.5 26 5.5 81 103 3.5 6.5 3 11.4% 2.4%

229.8 28.4 4 82 100.4 4.4 8.4 2.2 12.4% 1.7%

228 26 2 82 109 5 3 1 11.4% 0.9%

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Average AM

Average Snow

Average Tuesday

Average Wednesday

Average Thursday

Average Sunny

Average Rainy

Average Overcast

Average PM

Central Elementary Student Tally Results 2015

Day of Count



Walk Bike School Bus Other

Did Not 

Respond

/Absent

Parent Carpool


image18.png
V/N| Y/N] Y/N] V/N] V/N] mous a5esany
V/N| Y/N| Y/N| V/N| V/N] 3582310 38eI3NY
0 3 ED O o
BT & T Wi e Iz
R L For o s f e eI
fefeor P er S R S sSerny
T s v e for s e LSy
T e T T o S ] T
T S S Y S - R i -
F P B e E e e T
fepsinyy
T 3 et T 3 3 e T
- g e ot 3 e e e
Jepsaupom
T 5 et ED 3 @ = T
= L e = 0 & e e
-
- 3 & e E o e S
T e
wasa/ [
auapms swspms
s e podsey o pedms  wams  mapops  aig gem  Seuse e wno3 jo keq
% sox -, onees
" AleL3uspris_sauieam

ST0Z S3Tsou Al[eL J0Spis ATeTuSWo[E RIS M[




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
< |5
B3 Ji| ROUTES




